
COURSE SYLLABUS

Course Number
POL 383 A

Course Title
Politics of the Middle East and North Africa

Fall Semester Spring Semester
X

Summer Semester Credit Hours
3

Name of Instructor
D. Ian Hopper

Meeting Day, Time, and Room Number
Wednesday, 6:45pm-9:30pm, Ballston 3058
Final Exam Day, Time, and Room Number
As scheduled

Office Hours, Location, Phone
As scheduled
E-mail and Web Site
dhopper@marymount.edu; www.ianhopper.net
Course Description
Examines the U.S Foreign Policy and national interests in countries in the MIddle East and North Africa —
including but not limited to Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Lebanon, Morocco, Saudi Arabia, and Syria — as well
as their government systems and major issues. Prerequisite: EN 102 and either POL 102 or POL 103.
Liberal Arts Core/University Requirements Designation: GP, SS-2. (3)
University Policies, Statements and Student Support Resources are now accessible in the menu of each
Canvas course and can also be accessed at
https://sites.google.com/marymount.edu/academic-success/home?authuser=0 

1. BROAD PURPOSE OF COURSE

Examines the U.S. Foreign Policy and national interests in countries in the Middle East and North Africa —
including but not limited to Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Lebanon, Morocco, Saudi Arabia, and Syria — as well as
their government systems and major issues. Prerequisite: EN 102 and either POL 102 or POL 103. Liberal Arts
Core/University Requirements Designation: GP, SS-2. (3)

2. COURSE OBJECTIVES:

Course-specific objectives. As a result of taking the courses, students will be able to:
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● Identify the major characteristics of military, authoritarian, and transitional democratic governments,
popular movements and political parties, and strategies for economic development and modernization,

● Critically evaluate competing interpretations of the political and social consequences of late-stage
colonialism, the integration of national independence parties into one- and multi-party states, natural
resource wealth, and transborder nationalist and religious movements, and

● Develop, research, and complete a research paper that addresses a contemporary or historical puzzle in
Middle Eastern / North African politics by formulating a hypothesis and testing it with appropriate
observations.

Advanced social science (SS-2) objectives. In this course, students will:
● Critically evaluate competing social scientific theories of institutions, social movements, and

intercultural relationships by applying them to specific political contexts,
● Apply conceptual ideas from outside of political science, including models of corruption, trade policy,

and social identity to practical questions of economic development, and
● Develop research projects that apply concepts in social science to contemporary societies, using a

combination of primary and secondary sources.

Global perspective (GP) objectives. In this course, students will:
● Develop an understanding of the internal logic of the workings of political systems outside of the

United States,
● Develop an understanding of similarities and differences in representation and decision-making in

countries outside the U.S.,
● Develop a deeper understanding of how societies relate to each other through regional political

cooperation, and
● Complete a “global perspectives project” that demonstrates, through a combination of critical

engagement with social science concepts and original research, at least one of the above.

3. TEACHING METHOD

The course is taught as a combination of classroom instruction, discussion, and individual and group projects.
Active student participation is a requirement.

4. GRADING POLICY

Final course grades will be determined on a fixed scale, not on a curve. Each assignment is worth a fixed
number of points, listed below; these add up to 100. Each assignment will be returned with a numerical score.
Course grades will be based on the total number of points out the 100 possible, with 90-100 an A, 80-89 a B,
70-79 a C, 60-69 a D, and 59 and below an F.

Assignments:
● Article summary: 10 points

An in-class presentation of an academic article as assigned



● Three short papers: 20 points each, 60 total
A 2-3 page concise and well-edited paper providing information or advocating for action on a
contemporary MENA politics issue

● News updates: 5 points
Each class, 2-3 students will be asked at random to present and discuss a recent news article about a
topic affecting the region.

● Elevator Briefings: 10 points
Students will provide a 5-minute oral “elevator briefing” on a pressing foreign policy issue in the region.

● Press Conference: 15 points
Students in assigned groups will prepare for and deliver a foreign policy statement in the form of a
press conference, with one student delivering points and others acting as international press.

Extra credit:
● Up to 3 points for sustained contributions to class discussions
● Up to 3 points for contributing edits to another student’s paper (1 point per paper).

5. REQUIRED TEXTS

● MacQueen, Benjamin.  An Introduction to Middle East Politics, Second Edition.  SAGE Publishing, 2018.

6. CLASS SCHEDULE

This class is presented as a seminar course, in which student reading, research, and presentation will represent
a large part of each class session.  Readings from the MacQueen book will supplement other assigned readings
(mostly academic and news articles, partial list below) posted each week.  Each assigned reading (other than
the textbook) will be presented by a student, and all students are expected to come to class prepared to
discuss the week’s readings.

Week 1 – January 12
Class Introduction
Defining the Middle East and North Africa, and Foreign Policy mechanics
Acting Assistant Secretary of State Joey Hood, remarks at MEI panel “100 Days In: Assessing New
Pathways for the Biden Administration,” April 29, 2021
https://www.mei.edu/events/100-days-assessing-new-pathways-biden-administration
In Class Activity: Identifying broad U.S. interests in the MENA region

Week 2 – January 19
U.S. Interests in the Middle East
Reading: Policy Recommendations for a Sustainable Way Forward, Middle East Initiative
https://www.mei.edu/middle-east-policy-recommendations (Briefing Book
In Class Activity: Students will be responsible for presenting policy recommendations on a particular
country and leading a discussion

Week 3 – January 26
Economic development and the resource curse
Speaker: Matthew Amitrano, Foreign Affairs Officer, Department of State
Reading: MacQueen Chapter 6
“The End of the Arab World’s Oil Age is Nigh,” The Economist, July 18, 2020.
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https://www.economist.com/middle-east-and-africa/2020/07/18/the-end-of-the-arab-worlds-oil-age-is
-nigh

Week 4 – February 2
Cold War Coups and Containment
Reading: MacQueen Chapter 3
Michael C. Hudson, “To Play the Hegemon: Fifty Years of US Policy toward the Middle East,” Middle East
Journal 50:3, Summer 1996, pages 329-343.

Week 5 – February 9
Arab-Israeli Peace
Reading: MacQueen Chapter 5
Aaron David Miller, “Lost in the Woods:  A Camp David Retrospective,” Carnegie Endowment for
International Peace, July 13, 2020.
https://carnegieendowment.org/2020/07/13/lost-in-woods-camp-david-retrospective-pub-82287

Week 6 – February 16
Authoritarianism and Human Rights
Reading: MacQueen Chapter 8
Acting Assistant Secretary Stuart Jones, Daily Press Briefing, Tuesday May 30, 2017.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wYMcYCxWJ64
Paper #1 due

Week 7 – February 23
Reading: MacQueen Chapter 10
“Who Lost Iraq?” POLITICO Magazine, July/August 2015.
http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2015/06/iraq-roundtable-george-w-bush-barack-obama-119

221

Week 8 – March 2
Elevator Briefings

March 9 – No Class

Week 9 – March 16
Syria and ISIS – Part 1
Reading: MacQueen Chapter 11
Paper #2 due

Week 10 – March 23
Syria and ISIS – Part 2
Reading: Brett McGurk, “Hard Truths in Syria,” Foreign Affairs May/June 2019.
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/syria/2019-04-16/hard-truths-syria

Week 11 – March 30
The Arab Spring
Reading: MacQueen Chapter 9
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Week 12 – April 6
Iran and the JCPOA
Richard Nephew, “How the Iran Deal Prevents a Covert Nuclear Weapons Program,” Arms Control Today
45:7, September 2015.  Stable URL: http://www.jstor.org/stable/24573782
Wendy Sherman, “How We Got the Iran Deal… And Why We'll Miss It,” Foreign Affairs,
September/October 2018.
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/2018-08-13/how-we-got-iran-deal

Week 13 – April 13
Great Power Competition – Russia and China
Christine Wormuth, “Russia and China in the Middle East:  Implications for the United States in an Era
of Strategic Competition,” Testimony before the Subcommittee on Middle East, North Africa and
International Terrorism, May 9, 2019.
http://docs.house.gov/meetings/FA/FA13/20190509/109455/HHRG-116-FA13-Wstate-WormuthC-2019
0509.pdf

Week 14 – April 20
Press Conferences - Murder Boards

Week 15 – April 27
Press Conferences
Paper #3 due

http://www.jstor.org/stable/24573782
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/2018-08-13/how-we-got-iran-deal
http://docs.house.gov/meetings/FA/FA13/20190509/109455/HHRG-116-FA13-Wstate-WormuthC-20190509.pdf
http://docs.house.gov/meetings/FA/FA13/20190509/109455/HHRG-116-FA13-Wstate-WormuthC-20190509.pdf

