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COURSE‌ ‌SYLLABUS‌ ‌ 
‌ 

‌ 
‌ 

1.‌  ‌‌BROAD‌ ‌PURPOSE‌ ‌OF‌ ‌COURSE‌‌ ‌  
An‌ ‌introduction‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌ ‌workings‌ ‌of‌ ‌politics‌ ‌inside‌ ‌countries‌ ‌other‌ ‌than‌ ‌the‌ ‌United‌ ‌States‌ ‌and‌ ‌an‌ ‌examination‌ ‌of‌‌ 
the‌ ‌main‌ ‌conceptual‌ ‌approaches‌ ‌to‌ ‌understanding‌ ‌authority,‌ ‌institutions,‌ ‌and‌ ‌political‌ ‌change.‌ ‌Liberal‌ ‌Arts‌‌ 
Core/University‌ ‌Requirements‌ ‌Designation:‌ ‌GP,‌ ‌SS-1.‌ ‌(3)‌ ‌ 

‌ 
2.‌  ‌‌COURSE‌ ‌OBJECTIVES:‌ ‌ ‌   

‌ 
Course-specific‌ ‌outcomes.‌ ‌After‌ ‌completing‌ ‌this‌ ‌course,‌ ‌students‌ ‌will‌ ‌be‌ ‌able‌ ‌to:‌ ‌ 

● Identify‌ ‌and‌ ‌explain‌ ‌key‌ ‌recurring‌ ‌patterns‌ ‌in‌ ‌comparative‌ ‌politics,‌ ‌ 
● Interpret‌ ‌new‌ ‌or‌ ‌ongoing‌ ‌political‌ ‌events‌ ‌and‌ ‌transformations‌ ‌abroad‌ ‌in‌ ‌light‌ ‌of‌ ‌general‌ ‌theories‌ ‌of‌‌ 

comparative‌ ‌government,‌ ‌and‌ ‌ 

‌ 

Course‌ ‌Number‌ ‌ 
POL‌ ‌103‌ ‌ ‌   

Course‌ ‌Title‌ ‌ 
Comparative‌ ‌Politics‌ ‌ ‌   

 ‌Fall‌ ‌Semester‌ ‌ 
2021‌ ‌ 

 ‌‌Spring‌ ‌Semester‌ ‌ 
‌  

Summer‌ ‌Semester‌ ‌  Credit‌ ‌Hours‌ ‌ 
3‌ ‌ 

Name‌ ‌of‌ ‌Instructor‌ ‌ 
Ian‌ ‌Hopper‌‌ ‌  
Meeting‌ ‌Day,‌ ‌Time,‌ ‌and‌ ‌Room‌ ‌Number‌ ‌ 
Tuesday‌ ‌and‌ ‌Fridays,‌ ‌6:00‌ ‌p.m.‌ ‌to‌ ‌7:15‌ ‌p.m.,‌ ‌Online‌ ‌ 
Final‌ ‌Exam‌ ‌Day,‌ ‌Time,‌ ‌and‌ ‌Room‌ ‌Number‌ ‌ 
Take-home‌ ‌exam,‌ ‌December‌ ‌14‌ ‌ 

Office‌ ‌Hours,‌ ‌Location,‌ ‌Phone‌ ‌ 
All‌ ‌office‌ ‌hours‌ ‌are‌ ‌by‌ ‌videoconference.‌  ‌Please‌ ‌see‌ ‌‌this‌ ‌link‌‌ ‌for‌ ‌times‌ ‌and‌ ‌to‌ ‌schedule‌ ‌a‌ ‌meeting.‌‌ ‌  

 ‌E-mail‌ ‌and‌ ‌Web‌ ‌Site‌ ‌(FIX)‌ ‌ 
 ‌‌dhopper@marymount.edu‌‌ ‌|‌ ‌‌https://www.ianhopper.net/‌ ‌ 
Course‌ ‌Description‌ ‌ 
An‌ ‌introduction‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌ ‌workings‌ ‌of‌ ‌politics‌ ‌inside‌ ‌countries‌ ‌other‌ ‌than‌ ‌the‌ ‌United‌ ‌States‌ ‌and‌ ‌an‌‌ 
examination‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌main‌ ‌conceptual‌ ‌approaches‌ ‌to‌ ‌understanding‌ ‌authority,‌ ‌institutions,‌ ‌and‌ ‌political‌‌ 
change.‌ ‌Liberal‌ ‌Arts‌ ‌Core/University‌ ‌Requirements‌ ‌Designation:‌ ‌GP,‌ ‌SS-1.‌ ‌(3)‌ ‌ 
University‌ ‌Policies,‌ ‌Statements‌ ‌and‌ ‌Student‌ ‌Support‌ ‌Resources‌ ‌are‌ ‌now‌ ‌accessible‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌menu‌ ‌of‌ ‌each‌‌ 
Canvas‌ ‌course‌ ‌and‌ ‌can‌ ‌also‌ ‌be‌ ‌accessed‌ ‌at‌‌ ‌  
https://sites.google.com/marymount.edu/academic-success/home?authuser=0‌ ‌‌ ‌  

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/selfsched?sstoken=UUNsZ2hXY1BENWczfGRlZmF1bHR8OTYxODIyNTM3MDIyN2E5NzBhMzZiMWQxMzVjMGMxYTE
mailto:dhopper@marymount.edu
https://www.ianhopper.net/
https://sites.google.com/marymount.edu/academic-success/home?authuser=0


‌ 
● Research‌ ‌and‌ ‌write‌ ‌competently‌ ‌in‌ ‌preparation‌ ‌for‌ ‌upper-division‌ ‌coursework‌ ‌ 

‌ 
Introductory‌ ‌social‌ ‌science‌ ‌(SS1)‌ ‌objectives.‌ ‌After‌ ‌completing‌ ‌this‌ ‌course,‌ ‌students‌ ‌will‌ ‌be‌ ‌able‌ ‌to:‌ ‌ 

● Identify‌ ‌and‌ ‌explain‌ ‌broad‌ ‌social‌ ‌science‌ ‌phenomenon‌ ‌including‌ ‌delegation‌ ‌and‌ ‌representation,‌‌ 
collective‌ ‌action‌ ‌and‌ ‌regime‌ ‌change,‌ ‌and‌ ‌the‌ ‌use‌ ‌and‌ ‌limits‌ ‌of‌ ‌power‌ ‌and‌ ‌authority,‌ ‌ 

● Apply‌ ‌analytic‌ ‌concepts‌ ‌and‌ ‌broad‌ ‌theories‌ ‌to‌ ‌specific‌ ‌social‌ ‌phenomena,‌ ‌and‌ ‌ 
● Critically‌ ‌engage‌ ‌competing‌ ‌explanations‌ ‌for‌ ‌change‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌political‌ ‌systems‌ ‌in‌ ‌preparation‌ ‌for‌‌ 

upper-division‌ ‌coursework.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Global‌ ‌perspective‌ ‌(GP)‌ ‌objectives.‌ ‌In‌ ‌this‌ ‌course,‌ ‌students‌ ‌will:‌ ‌ 
● Develop‌ ‌an‌ ‌understanding‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌logic‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌workings‌ ‌of‌ ‌political‌ ‌institutions‌ ‌outside‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌United‌‌ 

States,‌ ‌ 
● Complete‌ ‌a‌ ‌series‌ ‌of‌ ‌short‌ ‌papers‌ ‌that‌ ‌together‌ ‌constitute‌ ‌a‌ ‌"global‌ ‌perspectives‌ ‌project"‌ ‌that‌‌ 

demonstrates,‌ ‌through‌ ‌a‌ ‌combination‌ ‌of‌ ‌critical‌ ‌engagement‌ ‌with‌ ‌social‌ ‌science‌ ‌concepts‌ ‌and‌ ‌original‌‌ 
research,‌ ‌an‌ ‌understanding‌ ‌of‌ ‌how‌ ‌societies‌ ‌make‌ ‌collective‌ ‌decisions.‌ ‌ 

‌ 
3.‌  ‌‌TEACHING‌ ‌METHOD‌ ‌ ‌   

‌ 
The‌ ‌course‌ ‌is‌ ‌taught‌ ‌as‌ ‌a‌ ‌combination‌ ‌of‌ ‌full‌ ‌class‌ ‌sessions,‌ ‌small‌ ‌team‌ ‌meetings,‌ ‌and‌ ‌individual‌ ‌meetings.‌‌ 
Active‌ ‌student‌ ‌participation‌ ‌in‌ ‌discussions‌ ‌is‌ ‌a‌ ‌requirement.‌ ‌ 

‌ 
Because‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌Covid-19‌ ‌pandemic,‌ ‌this‌ ‌class‌ ‌will‌ ‌be‌ ‌a‌ ‌fully‌ ‌online‌ ‌course.‌ ‌Most‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌class‌ ‌meetings‌ ‌will‌ ‌be‌‌ 
live‌ ‌and‌ ‌online.‌  ‌Some‌ ‌sessions‌ ‌may‌ ‌be‌ ‌recorded‌ ‌for‌ ‌future‌ ‌use.‌  ‌All‌ ‌class‌ ‌sessions‌ ‌will‌ ‌be‌ ‌held‌ ‌by‌‌ 
videoconference‌ ‌on‌ ‌Google‌ ‌Meet.‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
I‌ ‌understand‌ ‌that‌ ‌many‌ ‌students‌ ‌will‌ ‌face‌ ‌continued‌ ‌COVID-related‌ ‌challenges‌ ‌during‌ ‌the‌ ‌Fall‌ ‌2021‌ ‌semester.‌‌ 
We‌ ‌are,‌ ‌together,‌ ‌facing‌ ‌both‌ ‌a‌ ‌pandemic‌ ‌and‌ ‌a‌ ‌significant‌ ‌upending‌ ‌of‌ ‌our‌ ‌daily‌ ‌routines.‌  ‌I‌ ‌also‌ ‌understand‌‌ 
that‌ ‌some‌ ‌students‌ ‌may‌ ‌not‌ ‌be‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌United‌ ‌States.‌  ‌I‌ ‌am‌ ‌more‌ ‌than‌ ‌willing‌ ‌to‌ ‌help‌ ‌students‌ ‌in‌ ‌any‌ ‌way‌ ‌I‌ ‌can,‌‌ 
and‌ ‌to‌ ‌accommodate‌ ‌students‌ ‌who‌ ‌are‌ ‌in‌ ‌trouble.‌ ‌It‌ ‌is‌ ‌okay‌ ‌to‌ ‌ask‌ ‌for‌ ‌help,‌ ‌and‌ ‌‌it‌ ‌is‌ ‌never‌ ‌necessary‌ ‌to‌ ‌tell‌ ‌me‌‌ 
any‌ ‌of‌ ‌your‌ ‌personal‌ ‌or‌ ‌family‌ ‌medical‌ ‌information‌.‌ ‌This‌ ‌period‌ ‌has‌ ‌been‌ ‌difficult‌ ‌for‌ ‌everyone,‌ ‌but‌ ‌we’ll‌ ‌get‌‌ 
through‌ ‌them‌ ‌together.‌  ‌I‌ ‌will‌ ‌note,‌ ‌though,‌ ‌that‌ ‌if‌ ‌you‌ ‌are‌ ‌outside‌ ‌Eastern‌ ‌Time‌ ‌Zone,‌ ‌you‌ ‌are‌ ‌still‌ ‌responsible‌‌ 
for‌ ‌attending‌ ‌class‌ ‌on‌ ‌time,‌ ‌and‌ ‌my‌ ‌meeting‌ ‌availability‌ ‌will‌ ‌be‌ ‌Eastern‌ ‌Time‌ ‌Zone‌ ‌times.‌ ‌ 

‌ 
I‌ ‌am‌ ‌also‌ ‌available‌ ‌for‌ ‌individual‌ ‌meetings,‌ ‌beyond‌ ‌those‌ ‌specifically‌ ‌required‌ ‌for‌ ‌the‌ ‌class.‌ ‌Students‌ ‌should‌ ‌set‌‌ 
an‌ ‌appointment‌ ‌to‌ ‌meet‌ ‌with‌ ‌me‌ ‌using‌ ‌my‌ ‌calendar‌ ‌of‌ ‌available‌ ‌meeting‌ ‌times.‌ ‌All‌ ‌meeting‌ ‌times‌ ‌are‌ ‌online‌‌ 
through‌ ‌Google‌ ‌Meet.‌ ‌ 

‌ 
4.‌  ‌‌GRADING‌ ‌POLICY‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
Final‌ ‌course‌ ‌grades‌ ‌will‌ ‌be‌ ‌determined‌ ‌on‌ ‌a‌ ‌fixed‌ ‌scale,‌ ‌not‌ ‌on‌ ‌a‌ ‌curve.‌ ‌Each‌ ‌assignment‌ ‌is‌ ‌worth‌ ‌a‌ ‌fixed‌‌ 
number‌ ‌of‌ ‌points,‌ ‌listed‌ ‌below;‌ ‌these‌ ‌add‌ ‌up‌ ‌to‌ ‌100.‌ ‌Each‌ ‌assignment‌ ‌will‌ ‌be‌ ‌returned‌ ‌with‌ ‌a‌ ‌numerical‌ ‌score.‌‌ 
Course‌ ‌grades‌ ‌will‌ ‌be‌ ‌based‌ ‌on‌ ‌the‌ ‌total‌ ‌number‌ ‌of‌ ‌points‌ ‌out‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌100‌ ‌possible,‌ ‌with‌ ‌90-100‌ ‌an‌ ‌A,‌ ‌80-89‌ ‌a‌ ‌B,‌‌ 
70-79‌ ‌a‌ ‌C,‌ ‌60-69‌ ‌a‌ ‌D,‌ ‌and‌ ‌59‌ ‌and‌ ‌below‌ ‌an‌ ‌F.‌ 

‌ 
Course‌ ‌grades‌ ‌will‌ ‌be‌ ‌based‌ ‌on‌ ‌a‌ ‌total‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌following:‌ ‌ 

‌ 



‌ 
● Three‌ ‌exams.‌ ‌15‌ ‌points‌ ‌each,‌ ‌45‌ ‌points‌ ‌total.‌ ‌Each‌ ‌exam‌ ‌consists‌ ‌of‌ ‌two‌ ‌parts:‌ ‌5‌ ‌short-answer‌‌ 

identification‌ ‌questions‌ ‌worth‌ ‌2%‌ ‌each‌ ‌(choose‌ ‌5‌ ‌out‌ ‌of‌ ‌8)‌ ‌and‌ ‌1‌ ‌short‌ ‌essay‌ ‌question‌ ‌worth‌ ‌5%‌‌ 
(choose‌ ‌1‌ ‌out‌ ‌of‌ ‌2).‌ ‌Each‌ ‌exam‌ ‌is‌ ‌a‌ ‌"take-home"‌ ‌exam;‌ ‌students‌ ‌will‌ ‌have‌ ‌several‌ ‌days‌ ‌to‌ ‌complete‌ ‌it.‌ ‌ 

● Three‌ ‌short‌ ‌papers.‌ ‌15‌ ‌points‌ ‌each,‌ ‌45‌ ‌points‌ ‌total.‌ ‌The‌ ‌specific‌ ‌assignments‌ ‌will‌ ‌be‌ ‌posted‌ ‌online‌ ‌three‌‌ 
weeks‌ ‌before‌ ‌each‌ ‌due‌ ‌date.‌ ‌Students‌ ‌turning‌ ‌in‌ ‌papers‌ ‌containing‌ ‌plagiarism‌ ‌will‌ ‌fail‌ ‌the‌ ‌course‌ ‌and‌‌ 
be‌ ‌formally‌ ‌charged‌ ‌through‌ ‌the‌ ‌University’s‌ ‌Academic‌ ‌Integrity‌ ‌process.‌  ‌Papers‌ ‌must‌ ‌be‌ ‌submitted‌ ‌as‌‌ 
Microsoft‌ ‌Word‌ ‌(.docx)‌ ‌files‌ ‌attached‌ ‌to‌ ‌an‌ ‌e-mail.‌ ‌ 

● Team‌ ‌country‌ ‌analysis‌ ‌report.‌ ‌5‌ ‌points.‌ ‌Teams,‌ ‌as‌ ‌assigned,‌ ‌will‌ ‌provide‌ ‌an‌ ‌oral‌ ‌presentation‌ ‌on‌ ‌the‌‌ 
governmental‌ ‌structure‌ ‌of‌ ‌a‌ ‌particular‌ ‌country.‌ ‌ 

● Team‌ ‌country‌ ‌election‌ ‌report.‌ ‌5‌ ‌points.‌ ‌Teams,‌ ‌as‌ ‌assigned,‌ ‌will‌ ‌provide‌ ‌an‌ ‌oral‌ ‌presentation,‌ ‌followed‌‌ 
by‌ ‌a‌ ‌Q&A,‌ ‌about‌ ‌a‌ ‌country‌ ‌that‌ ‌has‌ ‌had‌ ‌a‌ ‌recent‌ ‌election.‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
There‌ ‌are‌ ‌several‌ ‌opportunities‌ ‌for‌ ‌extra‌ ‌credit:‌ ‌ 

● Study‌ ‌group‌ ‌meeting.‌ ‌Each‌ ‌member‌ ‌of‌ ‌a‌ ‌group‌ ‌of‌ ‌at‌ ‌least‌ ‌three‌ ‌students‌ ‌that‌ ‌meets‌ ‌with‌ ‌me‌ ‌outside‌ ‌of‌‌ 
class‌ ‌time‌ ‌will‌ ‌get‌ ‌1‌ ‌point‌ ‌of‌ ‌extra‌ ‌credit.‌ ‌Study‌ ‌group‌ ‌members‌ ‌will‌ ‌show‌ ‌me‌ ‌outlines‌ ‌of‌ ‌answers‌ ‌to‌ ‌at‌‌ 
least‌ ‌4‌ ‌potential‌ ‌ID‌ ‌terms‌ ‌for‌ ‌the‌ ‌exam.‌ ‌This‌ ‌assignment‌ ‌may‌ ‌be‌ ‌repeated‌ ‌in‌ ‌advance‌ ‌of‌ ‌each‌ ‌exam.‌ ‌ 

● Class‌ ‌participation.‌ ‌Students‌ ‌who‌ ‌consistently‌ ‌contribute‌ ‌in‌ ‌a‌ ‌thoughtful‌ ‌and‌ ‌constructive‌ ‌way‌ ‌to‌ ‌class‌‌ 
discussions‌ ‌may‌ ‌earn‌ ‌up‌ ‌to‌ ‌3‌ ‌points‌ ‌in‌ ‌extra‌ ‌credit.‌‌ ‌  

● Outside‌ ‌event/video.‌ ‌Students‌ ‌who‌ ‌attend‌ ‌selected‌ ‌virtual‌ ‌events‌ ‌or‌ ‌selected‌ ‌videos‌ ‌outside‌ ‌of‌ ‌class‌‌ 
and‌ ‌write‌ ‌a‌ ‌one-paragraph‌ ‌summary‌ ‌and‌ ‌reflection‌ ‌can‌ ‌get‌ ‌up‌ ‌to‌ ‌2‌ ‌points‌ ‌of‌ ‌extra‌ ‌credit.‌ ‌I‌ ‌will‌ ‌post‌‌ 
events‌ ‌and‌ ‌videos‌ ‌and‌ ‌email‌ ‌them‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌ ‌class‌ ‌as‌ ‌they‌ ‌come‌ ‌up.‌ ‌ 

‌ 
Extensive‌ ‌detail‌ ‌about‌ ‌each‌ ‌of‌ ‌these‌ ‌assignments‌ ‌is‌ ‌on‌ ‌the‌ ‌course‌ ‌web‌ ‌page,‌ ‌‌https://www.ianhopper.net/‌ ‌ 

‌ 
Tuesday,‌ ‌September‌ ‌7,‌ ‌2021‌ ‌is‌ ‌the‌ ‌last‌ ‌day‌ ‌to‌ ‌drop‌ ‌a‌ ‌course‌ ‌without‌ ‌academic‌ ‌record.‌ ‌ 

‌ 
Friday,‌ ‌November‌ ‌5,‌ ‌2021‌ ‌is‌ ‌the‌ ‌last‌ ‌day‌ ‌to‌ ‌withdraw‌ ‌from‌ ‌a‌ ‌class‌ ‌with‌ ‌a‌ ‌grade‌ ‌of‌ ‌W.‌ ‌ 

‌ 
‌ 

5.‌  ‌‌REQUIRED‌ ‌TEXT‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Samuels,‌ ‌David.‌ ‌2021.‌ ‌Comparative‌ ‌Politics.‌ ‌Pearson‌ ‌Press.‌ ‌It‌ ‌is‌ ‌available‌ ‌as‌ ‌an‌ ‌ebook,‌ ‌linked‌ ‌through‌ ‌the‌‌ 
course‌ ‌website‌ ‌and‌ ‌‌here‌.‌ ‌ 

‌ 
‌ 

6.‌  ‌‌CLASS‌ ‌SCHEDULE‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

Tuesdays‌ ‌and‌ ‌Fridays‌ ‌6:00‌ ‌p.m.‌ ‌to‌ ‌7:15‌ ‌p.m.‌ ‌There‌ ‌will‌ ‌be‌ ‌a‌ ‌mix‌ ‌of‌ ‌three‌ ‌types‌ ‌of‌ ‌class‌ ‌meetings:‌ ‌ 
● Some‌ ‌meetings‌ ‌will‌ ‌be‌ ‌full‌ ‌online‌ ‌meetings.‌ ‌These‌ ‌meetings‌ ‌will‌ ‌be‌ ‌only‌ ‌online,‌ ‌at‌ ‌the‌ ‌scheduled‌ ‌class‌‌ 

time.‌ ‌Use‌ ‌the‌ ‌videoconference‌ ‌link‌ ‌I‌ ‌will‌ ‌share‌ ‌via‌ ‌email‌ ‌and‌ ‌calendar‌ ‌invitation.‌‌ ‌  
● Recorded‌ ‌lectures.‌ ‌Occasionally,‌ ‌I‌ ‌may‌ ‌post‌ ‌a‌ ‌recorded‌ ‌lecture‌ ‌that‌ ‌you‌ ‌should‌ ‌watch‌ ‌and‌ ‌record‌ ‌notes‌‌ 

at‌ ‌your‌ ‌own‌ ‌pace.‌ ‌These‌ ‌recorded‌ ‌lectures‌ ‌take‌ ‌the‌ ‌place‌ ‌of‌ ‌a‌ ‌regular‌ ‌class‌ ‌session.‌ ‌ 
● Some‌ ‌meetings‌ ‌will‌ ‌be‌ ‌small‌ ‌groups.‌ ‌I‌ ‌will‌ ‌assign‌ ‌students‌ ‌to‌ ‌groups‌ ‌of‌ ‌about‌ ‌4‌ ‌students‌ ‌per‌ ‌group,‌ ‌and‌‌ 

meet‌ ‌with‌ ‌groups‌ ‌separately.‌ ‌Group‌ ‌meetings‌ ‌will‌ ‌be‌ ‌about‌ ‌30‌ ‌minutes.‌ ‌Groups‌ ‌will‌ ‌have‌ ‌the‌ ‌option‌ ‌of‌‌ 
meeting‌ ‌with‌ ‌me‌ ‌during‌ ‌the‌ ‌regularly-scheduled‌ ‌class‌ ‌time‌ ‌or‌ ‌during‌ ‌some‌ ‌other‌ ‌time‌ ‌that‌ ‌works‌ ‌for‌‌ 
them.‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
‌ 

https://www.ianhopper.net/
https://www.pearson.com/store/p/comparative-politics-updated-edition/P100002609237/9780137527274


‌ 
In‌ ‌addition,‌ ‌I‌ ‌am‌ ‌also‌ ‌happy‌ ‌to‌ ‌meet‌ ‌with‌ ‌students‌ ‌at‌ ‌other‌ ‌times‌ ‌as‌ ‌well,‌ ‌at‌ ‌their‌ ‌convenience.‌ ‌Times‌ ‌are‌ ‌listed‌‌ 
on‌ ‌my‌ ‌calendar,‌ ‌‌linked‌ ‌here‌.‌ ‌You‌ ‌can‌ ‌reserve‌ ‌a‌ ‌time‌ ‌directly‌ ‌on‌ ‌my‌ ‌calendar‌ ‌to‌ ‌meet‌ ‌with‌ ‌me.‌ ‌ 

‌ 
Readings‌ ‌should‌ ‌be‌ ‌completed‌ ‌‌before‌‌ ‌the‌ ‌class‌ ‌session‌ ‌under‌ ‌which‌ ‌they‌ ‌are‌ ‌listed.‌ ‌“Chapter”‌ ‌refers‌ ‌to‌ ‌a‌‌ 
chapter‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌assigned‌ ‌textbook.‌ ‌Additional‌ ‌short‌ ‌readings‌ ‌outside‌ ‌the‌ ‌textbook‌ ‌may‌ ‌be‌ ‌assigned‌ ‌periodically,‌‌ 
and‌ ‌will‌ ‌be‌ ‌posted‌ ‌online‌ ‌and‌ ‌e-mailed.‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
Part‌ ‌1:‌ ‌Democracy‌ ‌and‌ ‌Autocracy‌ ‌ 

‌ 
August‌ ‌31‌ ‌ 
Introduction,‌ ‌the‌ ‌insurrection,‌ ‌and‌ ‌models‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
September‌ ‌3‌ ‌ 
Theory‌ ‌and‌ ‌evidence‌‌ ‌  
Reading:‌ ‌Chapter‌ ‌1‌ ‌and‌ ‌‌The‌ ‌Democracy‌ ‌Doomsayers‌ ‌Consider‌ ‌2020‌ ‌ 

‌ 
September‌ ‌7‌ ‌ 
Violence‌ ‌and‌ ‌Order‌‌ ‌  
Reading:‌ ‌Chapter‌ ‌2‌ ‌ 
Assign‌ ‌Paper‌ ‌#1‌ ‌ 

‌ 
September‌ ‌10‌ ‌ 
Democratic‌ ‌institutions‌ ‌ 

‌ 
September‌ ‌14‌ ‌ 
Parliamentary‌ ‌democracy‌ ‌ 
Reading:‌ ‌Chapter‌ ‌3‌ ‌ 

‌ 
September‌ ‌17‌ ‌ 
Team‌ ‌Meetings‌ ‌-‌ ‌No‌ ‌class‌ ‌ 

‌ 
September‌ ‌21‌ ‌ 
Parties‌ ‌and‌ ‌Voting‌ ‌ 

‌ 
Paper‌ ‌#1‌ ‌due‌ ‌September‌ ‌23‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
September‌ ‌24‌ ‌ 
Autocracy‌ ‌ 
Reading:‌ ‌Chapter‌ ‌4‌ ‌ 

‌ 
September‌ ‌27‌ ‌ 
Forms‌ ‌of‌ ‌Autocracy‌ ‌ 

‌ 
October‌ ‌1‌ ‌ 
Team‌ ‌Briefings‌ ‌-‌ ‌No‌ ‌class‌ ‌ 

‌ 
October‌ ‌5‌ ‌ 

‌ 

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/selfsched?sstoken=UUNsZ2hXY1BENWczfGRlZmF1bHR8OTYxODIyNTM3MDIyN2E5NzBhMzZiMWQxMzVjMGMxYTE
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/16/us/politics/democracy-predictions.html


‌ 
Outside‌ ‌Speaker:‌ ‌ 
Rebecca‌ ‌Farmer,‌ ‌Iran‌ ‌Desk‌ ‌Officer,‌ ‌Department‌ ‌of‌ ‌State‌ ‌ 

‌ 
October‌ ‌8‌ ‌ 
Review‌ ‌session‌ ‌ 

‌ 
October‌ ‌12-15‌ ‌ 
First‌ ‌Exam‌ ‌-‌ ‌No‌ ‌class‌ ‌ 

‌ 
Part‌ ‌2:‌ ‌State‌ ‌and‌ ‌Society‌ ‌ 

‌ 
October‌ ‌19‌ ‌ 
Regime‌ ‌Change‌‌ ‌  
Reading:‌ ‌Start‌ ‌Chapter‌ ‌5‌ ‌ 
Assign‌ ‌Paper‌ ‌#2‌ ‌ 

‌ 
October‌ ‌22‌ ‌ 
Erosion‌ ‌of‌ ‌Democracy‌‌ ‌  
Reading:‌ ‌Finish‌ ‌Chapter‌ ‌5‌ ‌ 

‌ 
October‌ ‌26‌ ‌ 
Speaker:‌ ‌Erosion‌ ‌of‌ ‌Democracy‌ ‌ 
Adnan‌ ‌Mirza,‌ ‌Bureau‌ ‌of‌ ‌European‌ ‌and‌ ‌Eurasian‌ ‌Affairs,‌ ‌Department‌ ‌of‌ ‌State‌ ‌ 

‌ 
October‌ ‌29‌ ‌ 
Identity‌ ‌and‌ ‌Race‌ ‌ 
Reading:‌ ‌Chapter‌ ‌6‌ ‌ 

‌ 
November‌ ‌2‌ ‌ 
Religion‌ ‌and‌ ‌Gender‌ ‌ 
Reading:‌ ‌Chapters‌ ‌7‌ ‌and‌ ‌8‌ ‌ 

‌ 
November‌ ‌5‌ ‌ 
Collective‌ ‌action‌ ‌and‌ ‌violence‌ ‌ 
Readings:‌ ‌Chapters‌ ‌9‌ ‌and‌ ‌10‌ ‌ 
Paper‌ ‌#2‌ ‌due‌ ‌November‌ ‌8‌ ‌ 

‌ 
October‌ ‌9‌ ‌ 
Review‌ ‌Session‌ ‌ 
Assign‌ ‌Paper‌ ‌#3‌ ‌ 

‌ 
November‌ ‌12-16‌ ‌ 
Second‌ ‌Exam‌ ‌-‌ ‌No‌ ‌class‌ ‌ 

‌ 
Part‌ ‌3:‌ ‌Political‌ ‌Economy‌ ‌ 

‌ 
November‌ ‌19‌ ‌ 

‌ 



‌ 
Global‌ ‌poverty‌ ‌and‌ ‌development‌ ‌ 
Reading:‌ ‌Chapter‌ ‌11‌ ‌ 

‌ 
November‌ ‌23‌ ‌ 
Redistribution‌ ‌and‌ ‌public‌ ‌investment‌ ‌ 
Reading:‌ ‌Chapter‌ ‌12‌ ‌ 

‌ 
November‌ ‌26‌ ‌ 
No‌ ‌class;‌ ‌Thanksgiving‌ ‌holiday‌ ‌ 

‌ 
November‌ ‌30‌ ‌ 
Immigration‌ ‌ 
Reading:‌ ‌Chapter‌ ‌13‌ ‌ 
Paper‌ ‌#3‌ ‌due‌ ‌December‌ ‌2‌ ‌ 

‌ 
December‌ ‌3‌ ‌ 
Team‌ ‌meetings‌ ‌ 

‌ 
December‌ ‌7‌ ‌ 
Team‌ ‌presentations‌ ‌and‌ ‌review‌ ‌ 

‌ 
December‌ ‌10‌ ‌ 
Team‌ ‌presentations‌ ‌and‌ ‌review‌ ‌ 

‌ 
December‌ ‌14-17‌ ‌ 
Third‌ ‌Exam‌ ‌-‌ ‌No‌ ‌class‌ ‌ 

‌ 


